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(% Congressional Quiz 





()--What are Uncle Sam’s chances of balancing the 
budget? 


A--The Bureau of the Budget, in its annual review 
of budget estimates, Aug. 

25 forecast a fiscal 1956 

deficit of $1.7 billion -- 

$700 million less than 

the Bureau foresaw last 

January, But Secretary 

of Treasury George M, 

Humphrey and Budget 

Director Rowland R, 

Hughes, in a joint state- 

ment, said: ‘‘Barring 

some unforeseen devel- 

opment, we think that we should, and that we can, 
balance the budget’’ in fiscal 1956, 


()--How much support did President Eisenhower 
get from Congress in 1955? 


A--Congressional Quarterly statistics show that 
Senate Republicans backed the President 72 per- 
cent of the time, House Republicans 60 percent. 
Senate Democrats registered a 56 percent score, 
House Democrats 53 percent. Comparisons with 
1953-54 scores show that Republican scores 
dipped, Democratic scores climbed, C(Q’s figures 
are based on roll-call votes providing clear-cut 
tests of support for the President's program and 
leadership. 


Q--Did GOP Congressmen back the President 
consistently on all points of his program? 


A--No, Congressional Quarterly’s Eisenhower- 
Support statistics show that Republicans went 


along with the President’s domestic program 64 
percent of the time, but dropped back to 59 per- 
cent when foreign policy issues were at stake. 
Democrats, according to CQ’s figures, backed Mr. 
Eisenhower’s domestic requests only 45 percent 
of the time, but approved of his foreign policy 
program 70 percent of the time. 


()--Did the lobbies spend more this year than 
last? 


A--A Congressional Quarterly tally of financial 
statements filed with Congress shows that 194 
lobbies reported spending $2,187,011.69 during 
the first six months of 1955. In the first half of 
1954, 198 lobbies reported $2,549,352.96 expen- 
ditures. 


()--What is this Robinson-Patman Act Senate 
antitrust probers have been talking about? 


A--The Robinson-Patman Act of 1936 was de- 
signed toprotect the independent merchant against 
the very low wholesale prices which chain stores 
were able to command because of their great 
purchasing volume, It attempted to prevent the 
setting of unreasonably low prices for the purpose 
of destroying competition. The Senate Judiciary 
Antitrust and Monopoly Subcommittee has held 
hearings on trade practices covered by the Act 


NOTE: CQ Weekly Report pages on which additional 
data may be found: (1) 1013; (2), (3) LOOSff.; 
(4) 1015; (5) 1019. 
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VOTING RECORDS 


Lawmakers Voted, Went on Record on Most 1955 Tests, 


But Absenteeism May Have Affected Key Decisions 


Congress turned out in force for 1955 roll-call votes 
On the average, Members voted on nearly nine of every 
10 roll calls, Democrats had slightly higher Voting 
Participation scores than Republicans. 


Even when they didn’t vote, most Congressmen went 
On The Record by announcing their stands. 


But absenteeism still took its toll. Absentees prob- 
ably would have reversed the outcomes of several roll 
calls. 


Scores 


Composite scores for Voting Participation and On 
The Record, based on 8&7 Senate and 76 House roll-call 
votes of 1955, and on 260 Senate and 147 House roli-cal! 
votes of the 83rd Congress, 1953-54: 


BY PARTY 


Republican Democrat 


1955 1953-54 1955 1953-54 


VOTING PARTICIPATION 
Both chambers BRU 
Senate KO KK 
House ete RR 
ON THE RECORD 
Both chambers 92 92 
Senate 94 93 
House 9} 9) 


BY REGIONS, 1955 
Republican 
East West South Midwest 


VOTING PARTICIPATION 
joth chambers 864, 899, 89%, 
Senate Ky rote! 
House KH KY 


ON THE RECORD 
Both chambers , 92% YI 
Senate ‘ 95 
House 92 91 


Democrat 
East West South Midwest 


VOTING PARTICIPATION 
Both chambers 
Senate 
House 

ON THE RECORD 
Both chambers 
Senate 


House 


Combined Senate and House scores for Voting Par 

ticipation 
Republican Democrat Both Parties 

1955 KN 
1954 x 
1953 
1951-52 83 

Combined Senate and | louse scores for On The Record 
Both Parties 


Republican Democrat 


9) 


WEEK-END COMMUTERS 


Congressional absenteeism tends to be greater on 
Fridays, Saturdays, and Mondays than in midweek, Con 


gressmen often take long week end to visit their 


Week ending Sept. 9, 19 





constituencies, Voting-Participation scores for 1955 "or | , i 1 EO Sore eee ae 
reflect this tendency but to a more limited degree than Definitions 
might be expected. Apparently, Congressmen tried to 
stay in Washington when week-end roll calls were Voting Participation -- Percentage of roll- 
scheduled, About one-third of the session's roll-call call votes on which Congressman votes ‘‘yea’’ or 
votes were taken on Fridays, Saturdays, and Mondays. ‘‘nay.’’ Failures to vote ‘‘yea’’ or ‘‘nay’’ lower 
scores -- even if the Congressman votes ‘‘present,’’ 
Voting Participation scores for 1955 on the 53 House enters a pair, announces his stand in the Congres- 
and Senate roll-call votes taken on week ends, and on sional Record, or answers the CQ Poll. Only votes 
the 110 midweek roll calle: of ‘‘yea’’ or ‘‘nay”’ directly affect the outcome of a 
roll call, Voting Participation is the closest ap- 
Friday Through Tuesday Through proach to an attendance record, but it is only an 
Monday Votes Thursday Votes approximation, A Congressman may be present and 
. ipa 7. nevertheless decline to vote ‘‘yea’’ or ‘‘nay”’ -- 
Republicans 86%, 8BY, usually because he has entered a pair with an absent 
Democrats 87 90 Member. 
Both Parties 87 49 
On The Record -- Percentage of roll-call votes 
on which Congressman makes his position known by 
voting ‘‘yea’’ or ‘‘nay,’’ entering a live pair, an- 
nouncing his stand, or answering the CQ Poll. Scores 
are lowered by votes of ‘‘present’’ and by general 
pairs -- as well as by complete silence on the issue. 
Votes of ‘‘present’’ and general pairs are not ex- 
pressions of opinion. On The Record does not 
measure the effectiveness of a Congressman in 
determining the outcome of roll calls, but it does 
show how frequently he tells his constituents and the 
general public where he stands on specific issues. 
Even if he must be absent, a Congressman can go 
On The Record, 


LEADERSHIP SCORES 
Scores of party leaders, 1955: 


Voting On The 
Participation Record 





SENATE 
Majority Leader Johnson 56Y, 97% 
Majority Whip Clements 79 97 
Minority leader Knowland 100 100 
Minority Whip Saltonstall 92 100 
HOUSE 
Majority Leader McCormack 100 
Majority Whip Albert 97 
Minority leader Martin 92 
Minority Whip Arends 93 





Pairs are used to cancel out the effect of ab- 
sences. A Congressman who expects to be absent for 
a roll call pairs off with another Congressman, both 
of them agreeing not to vote. A live pair concerns 
one or several specific issues. A Congressman who 
Dispersion would vote ‘‘yea’’ pairs with a Congressman who 
would vote ‘‘nay.’’ Thus, both announce their stands, 

Distribution of Congressmen’s 1955 Voting-Partici- A general pair is a more arbitrary matching of ab- 
pation and On-The-Record scores among brackets of the sent Congressmen, not involving announcement of 
percentage scale: their stands. (See CQ Almanac, Vol, X, 1954, p. 734.) 


The CQ Poll gives absent Congressmen the 
opportunity to announce their stands on roll calls. 
On important roll calls, CQ sends out ballots asking 
Congressmen how they would have voted if they had 
been present. 


VOTING PARTICIPATION 


SENATE HOUSE 





% Republican Democrat Republican Democrat 


100 2 ; 17 2 
90-99 19 7 103 12 
8O-89 14 45 57 
70-79 8 24 16 
60-69 4 2 8 
50-59 8) h 
40-49 0 
30-39 0 
20-29 0 
10-19 0 

0-9 0 


ON THE RECORD 
SENATE HOUSE 
Republican Democrat Republican Democrat 


100 13 14 20 33 
90-99 25 3) 115 143 
80-89 6 4 44 40 
70-79 3 0 12 10 
60-69 0 0 ] 3 
50-59 0 0 2 

On 32 of the 87 Senate roll calls, 86 or more of the 40-49 0 0 , 0 

96 Senators voted. 30-39 0 0 0 
20-29 0 0 0 

On 32 of the 76 House roll calls, 400 or more of the 10-19 0 0 0 

435 Representatives voted. 0-9 0 0 0 
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Highs and Lows 


Highest and lowest individual scorers, Voting Par- 
ticipation, 1955: 


HIGHEST SCORERS 


SENATE 


Republican Democrat 
Knowland (Calif.) 100%, 
Payne (Maine) 100 
Case (N.J.) 99 
Dworshak (Idaho) 99 


Stennis (Miss.) 100 
Barkley (Ky.) 99 
Douglas (II1.) 99 
Lehman (N.Y.) 99 


Republican Democrat 


17 scored 100% 24 scored 100% 


LOWEST SCORERS 
SENATE 


Republican Democrat 
Schoeppel (Kan, ) 604, 
Bridges (N.H.) 66 
Malone (Nev.) 67 
Flanders (Vt.) 68 
Wiley (Wis.) 72 


Kennedy (Mass.) 
Murray (Mont, ) 
Johnson (Texas) 
Chavez (N.M.) 
George (Ga.) 


Republican Democrat 
Eberharter (Pa.) 
Dingell (Mich. ) 
Chatham (N.C,) 
Green (Pa.) 
Buckley (N.Y,) 


Reed (N.Y.) 28Y, 
Bolton,O.P, (Ohio) 29 
Mumma (Pa.,) 30 
Canfield (N.J.) 41 
Kearney (N.Y.) 46 


Highest and lowest scorers, On The Record, 1955 


HIGHEST SCORERS 
SENATE 


Republican Democrat 


13 scored LOOY, 14 scored 1009 


Republican Democrat 


26 scored 100%, 33 scored 100%. 


LOWEST SCORERS 
SENATE 


Republican Democrat 
Chavez (N.M.) 
Gore (Tenn. ) 
Kennedy (Mass.) 
Russell (Ga.) 


Jenner (Ind.) 

Bridges (N.H.) 

Wiley (Wis.) / 
Malone (Nev.) 82 
Hickenlooper (lowa) 83 


Holland (Fla. ) 100%, 


How Often They Voted 


VOTING-PARTICIPATION SCORES 
CLIMB IN SENATE-HOUSE 


Percent 
100 


95 
90 4 
85 


80 
15 





ee | 
1951-52 "53 "54 55 
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Republican Democrat 


Bolton, O,P. (Ohio) 
Reed (N.Y.) 

Canfield (N,J.) 
Mumma (Pa.) 

Reece (Tenn. ) SY 


Lberharter (Pa,) 
Dingell (Mich, ) 
Green (Pa,.) 
Morrison (1.a.) 
Chatham (N,C,) 


Absences 


Failures to vote usually may be traced to valid 
causes, including illness and conflicting official duties, 
Among those who missed one or more 1955 roll calls 
because of their own illness or illness or death in their 
families Sens. |L.yndon B, Johnson (D Texas) and John 
F, Kennedy (D Mass.); Reps. John J, Bell (D Texas), 
John B, Bennett (R Mich,), Iris F, Blitch (D Ga.), Oliver 
P, Bolton (R Ohio), Vera Buchanan (D Pa.), Gordon 
Canfield (R N.J.), Robert B, Chiperfield (R Ill.), Charles 
3, Deane (D N,C,), Herman P, Eberharter (D Pa,), 
Antonio M, Fernandez (I) N,M.), Charles S, Gubser (R 
Calif.), Porter Hardy, Jr. (D Va.), John W, Heselton 
(R Mass.), Joe Holt (R Calif.), Benjamin F. James (R 
Pa.), Charles Raper Jonas (R N.C.), Edna F, Kelly (D 
N.Y.), Victor A, Knox (R Mich.), Otto Krueger (R N,D.), 
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J, Harry McGregor (R Ohio), Walter M. Mumma(R Pa.), 
Edmund P, Radwan (R N.Y.), Daniel A, Reed (R N.Y.), 
RK, Walter Riehlman (R N.Y.), Fred Schwengel (R lowa), 
and T, James Tumulty (D N.J,). 


Toll of Absenteeism 


Absenteeism sometimes affects the outcome of roll- 
call votes, 

The nation’s voters gave Democrats control of 
the 1955 Senate by a margin of two votes, 49-47, and of 
the House by 28 votes, 231-203. (The House had 232 
Democrats, but the Speaker customarily does not vote 
except to create or break a tie.) 

On some roll calls, Republican absenteeism gave the 
Democrats a bigger margin than they were entitled to, 
For example the Senate voted May 25 ona major amend- 
ment to the highway bill. Forty-eight Democrats and 43 
Republicans voted. GOP absences gave the Democrats a 
margin of five votes instead of the twoto which they were 
entitled, The Democrats enjoyed a ‘‘bonus’’ of three 
votes. 

On some roll calls, Democratic absenteeism reduced 
the Democratic margin below two votes or wiped out the 
margin. For example, the Senate voted March 24 on an 
amendment to a cotton-acreage bill. Forty-four Demo- 
crates and 46 Kepublicans voted. Two more Republicans 
than Democrats voted, instead of the converse, so the 
Republicans enjoyed a ‘‘bonus’’ of four votes. 


BONUS VOTES 


Lionus votes had the greatest potential significance 
on the 26 Senate and 31 House roll calls which split the 
parties -- the majority of Democrats disagreeing with 
the majority of Republicans, On the 26Senate roll calls, 
Democratic absences gave the Republicans a total of 48 
bonus votes, and Republican absences gave the Democrats 
a total of eight bonus votes. Thus, the GOP enjoyed a 
net bonus of 40 votes -- an average of 1.5 votes per 
roll call -- to which it was not entitled under the lineup 
elected by the voters. On the 26 roll calls, the Demo- 
crats averaged only one-half vote more thanthe Kepubli- 
cans, instead of maintaining a margin of two votes, 

On the 31 House roll calls, Democratic absences gave 
the Republicans a total of 53 bonus votes, and Republican 
absences gave the Democrats a total of 138 bonus votes. 
The Democrats enjoyed a net bonus of 8&5 votes -- an 
average of 2.8 votes per roll call. On the 31 roll calls, 
the Democrats averaged 30.8 more votes thanthe Repub- 
licans, instead of maintaining a margin of only 28 votes. 


**BONUS"” ROLL CALLS 


On four roll calls of 1955, the outcome probably 
would have been reversed if absenteeism had not given 
one party or the other bonus votes: 

June 28, the Senate rejected an amendment which 
would have appropriated $21 million for development 
of an atomic-powered merchant vessel, as requested by 
President Eisenhower. (See CQ Weekly Report, p. 796.) 
Forty-three Democrats and 40 Republicans voted; since 
three more Democrats than Republicans voted, the 
Democrats enjoyed a bonus of one vote. Republicans 
voted for the amendment, 40-0, the Democrats against, 
1-42, rhe amendment was rejected, 41-42. If one 
more Republican had voted, the Democratic margin would 
have been reduced to two votes. Assuming that the addi- 
tional Republican would have voted for the amendment, like 
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the other Republicans, the total vote would have been 42- 
42, Presumably, Vice President Richard M. Nixon would 
have voted ‘‘yea,’’ breaking the tie. The Senate would 
have agreed to the amendment instead of rejecting it. 

Aug. 1, the Senate recommitted the conference re- 
port on a bill (S 2391) to extend the Defense Production 
Act, ordering deletion of provisions which would have 
required ‘‘WOCs’”’ to file financial statements, WOCs are 
persons who work for the federal government without 
compensation, (See CQ Weekly Report, p. 970.) Thirty- 
three Democrats and 37 Republicans voted, so the Repub- 
licans enjoyed a bonus of six votes. Democrats voted 
against the recommittal motion, 0-33, but it was agreed 
to, 36-34. If six absent Democrats had voted against 
recommittal, the motion would have been rejected, 36-40 
-- reversing the outcome. (The bill as finally enacted 
contained provisions requiring a revised form of finan- 
clal statement by WOCs.) 

Feb. 17, the House rejected, 191-193, a proposal 
which would have permitted floor amendments to the 
reciprocal trade extension bill (HR 1). The bill had 
been brought to the floor under a rule barring amend- 
ments which ‘‘protectionists’’ planned to offer. (See CQ 
Weekly Report, p. 172.) Votes were cast by 216 Demo- 
crats and 168 Republicans. Instead of a margin of 28 
votes, the Democrats had a margin of 48 -- or a bonus of 
20 votes. Republicans voted, 109-59, to permit floor 
amendments to HR |. If 20 absent Republicans had 
voted the same way, the proposal to permit floor amend- 
ments would have been agreed to, 211-193 -- reversing 
the outcome. 

Feb, 17, the House adopted 193-192, a closed rule 
(H Res 142), barring floor amendments toHR1. (See CQ 
Weekly Report, p. 172.) Votes were cast by 216 Demo- 
crats and 169 Republicans, so the Democrats enjoyed a 
bonus of 19 votes. Republicans voted against the rule, 
65-104. If 19 absent Republicans had voted against the 
rule, it would have been rejected, 193-211 -- reversing 
the outcome. 


TWO TIES POSSIBLE 


The bonus factor probably would have resulted in 
ties on one Senate and one House roll call of 1955. The 
outcomes would not have been reversed, 

Although the Democrats controlled both houses of 
Congress during 1955, Democratic absences placed the 
Republicans temporarily in the majority on 27 of the 87 
Senate roll calls. In the House, where the margin of 
Democratic control was wider, the Republicans were 
never in the majority -- although they sometimes wiped 
out part of the Democratic margin. 

Iheoretically, absentees could have reversed the out- 
comes of 28 of the 163 roll calls of 1955, For example, 
the Senate June 20 voted, 40-39, to increase appropria- 
tions for the Marine Corps in order to forestall a cut in 
manpower recommended by the President. (See CQ 
Weekly Report, p. 758.) If the 17 absentees had voted 
solidly against the fund increase, it would have been re- 
jected, 40-56 -- reversing the outcome. 

It is unrealistic to assume that all absentees would 
have voted with the losers on each roll call. The point, 
however, is that absentees could have reversed the out- 
comes of 10 Senate and 18 House rol! calls. At least a 
few of the closest roll calls probably would have been 
reversed if the absentees had voted -- some ‘‘yea’’ and 
some ‘‘nay.’’ 





1. Voting Participation, 1955 





Senate Voting-Participation Scores 


2. On The Record, 1955 


3. Voting Participation, 83rd Congress 


4. On The Record, 83rd Congress 








ALABAMA 
Uy D 
parkman O 
ARIZONA 
Jwater R 
Hayden oO 
ARKANSAS 
f ght o 
“ ¢ mn oO 
CALIFORNIA 
K wiand R 
K el R 
COLORADO 
A tr 
M“ . 7 
CONNECTICUT 
* 
f be 
DELAWARE 
r if O 
) ams R 
FLORIDA 
{ . 0 
athers O 
GEORGIA 
,eorge O 
Cusse 19) 
IDAHO 
Dworshak ® 
Welker R 
ILLINOIS 
Dirksen ® 
jugias O 
INDIANA 
apenhart R 
Jenner ® 


78 
74 


4 


83 


90 








1OWA 
Hicke ere 
Mart 6 
KANSAS 
/1S0ON R 
hoe el R 
KENTUCKY 
Bartkiey oO 
f is OD 
LOUISIANA 
Cilender oO 
g 0 


MARYLAND 
Be W 
Butler R 
MASSACHUSETTS 
fhe edy oO 
ait ta R 
MICHIGAN 
McNamara DO 
Potte R 
MINNESOTA 
Humphrey O 
Thye R 
MISSISSIPPI 
stiand O 
tennis O 
MISSOURI 


Hennings O 


Symington oO 
MONTANA 
Mansfield o 
Murray © 


Ve) 
49 


100 
100 


49 
98 


91 


80 


ony 
42 


Headnotes 
© Not eligible tor all 260 roll calla of 83rd Congr 
ores are based on votes for which § tor 
Members of House in Sird Congress; 841 er 
based on House voting records 
Member of House in Sird Congress; Sird Congr 
based on House voting record. Not eligible tor 
roll calls of Sird mgroas, percentage wet 
71 votes tor which he wae eligible 
} 2 3 4 
NEBRASKA RHODE ISLAND 
t R 75 10 ] ee 0 
Hruska R / LS Leta! ? Pastore O 
NEVADA SOUTH CAROLINA 
Bible o 3 99 hnston o 
Malone R ¢ d is Thu 1D 
NEW HAMPSHIRE SOUTH DAKOTA 
Bridges R il 6i ! se R 
tton R % 711 73 Mundt R 
NEW JERSEY TENNESSEE 
ase Rr 97° 100 € js 0 
mith R 71 100 ; Kefauver ¢ 
NEW MEXICO TEKAS 
Anderson O 19 , + 4 : 0 
havez Oo 6A ft 62 74 7) 
NEW YORK UTAH 
ves ® 44100 8 8B 4¢ t ® 
ehman DO WY 9 4 R7 Watt be 
NORTH CAROLINA VERMONT 
tryin O 97 100 74° 94 Aiken ® 
i Oo } ”9 f lande a 
NORTH DAKOTA VIRGINIA 
Langer ® 4% 92 6/ BB Hyid O 
Young ® ] 4/ B60 CZ * obert 0 
OnIO WASHINGTON 
Bender R ed 7) BAT 89" Jackson 0 
Bricker ® 9 89 83 #88 Magnuson © 
OKLAHOMA WEST VIRGINIA 
Ken oO 71 100 65 78 Kilgore © 
Monroney O 9% 100 8 9 Neely O 
OREGON WISCONSIN 
Morse O 93 99 8 95 McCarthy @ 
Neuberger Oo 71 100 Wiley ® 
PENNSYLVANIA WYOMING 
Dull @ 8 93 «75 «85 Barrett ® 
Martin rR 87 92 94 97 )'Mahoney 0 
ow Week ending Sept. 9, 195 
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When ‘Yeas’ and ‘Nays’ Were 


1. Voting Participetion, 1955 3. Voting Participetion, Bird Congress 


0 5 tative voted 193-4, nw tepresentat 


2. On The Record, 1955 


(A eneritat ive 


“Se 
vay 


4. On The Record, 83rd Congress. ber 


13-4, 


m which Mepreseritative 





/ af sf a] 





ALABAMA 

} Andtews 0 

| Boykin O 

} Eitiotto 

? Grant O 

9 Huddleston O 

8 Jones © 

5 Rais OD 

4 Roberts O 

6 Selden O 
ARIZONA 

| “hodes @ 

7 Udall o 
ARKANSAS 

1 Gathings O 

4 Hanis oO 

5S Hays oO 

7 Mills © 

6 Noell o 

i} Trimble oO 
CALIFORMIA 

J Allen a@ 

6 Baldwin # 

2 Engle o 

10 Gubser ® 

14 Hagen OD 

ll Johnson a 

4 Mailliand @ 

a Miller o 

} Moss oO 

279 Phillips # 

| Scudder a 

) Shelley o 

27 Sheppard o 

12 Sisk oO 

1} Teague ® 

260 a 

10 Wilson ® 

9 Younger ®# 
Les Angeles County 
73 Doyle o 

71 Hiestand «# 

75 Hillings @ 

270 Hinshaw ® 

19 Holifield o 

22 Holt 

18 Hosmer a 

16 Jackson @ 

17 King oO 

24 Lipscomb) a 

15 McDonough @ 

26 Roosevelt © 
COLORADO 

4 Aspinall oO 

3 Chenoweth a 

7H @ 

| Rogers o 
COMNECTICUT 

1 Cretetle & 

1 Dedd oO 

4 Morano @ 


SESSESEESLEX 


SESSSRESESS 238 





SER BRIS 





5 Patterson # 
Al Sadliak er 
2? Seely Brown ® 
DELAWARE 
AL McDowell o 
FLORIDA 
7 Bennett o 
| Cramer ® 
4 Fascello 
] Haley oO 
5 Herlong © 
8 Matthews o 
6 Rogers O 
3 Sikes O 
GEORGIA 
8 Blitch o 
10 Brown © 
5 Davis o 
4 Flyot o 
3 Forrester © 
9 Landa o 
} Lanham o 
2 Pilcher o 
1 Preston oO 
6 Vinson O 
IDAHO 
? Budge R 
1 Plost o 
ILLINOIS 
16 Allen ® 
1] Arends ® 
19 Chipertield # 
25 Gray oO 
21 Mack o 
15 Mason ® 
24 Price O 
14 Reed R 
20 Simpson R 
72 Springer @ 
18 Velde 
23 Vursell @ 
Chicage-Cook County 
} Bowler ©. 
12 Bayle o 
13 Church @ 
1 Dawson © 
6 Gordon O.. 
10 Hoffman ® 
5 Kiwezyaski oO 
4 McVey a 
3 Mornay © 
6 O'Brien O 
2? O'Hara © 
11 Sheehan 
§ Yates © 
INDIANA 
4 Adan 
5 Beamer & 
} Bray ® 
ll Brownson a 
3 Crumpacker ® 


SSXLLSSE SSSSxXRYABS2O2" 


eesss 


SESeeSsssxzes 2X8 888 


YESSBOS 


SFSSE BIBS! 


SSR'£ZS SBS BSFBSSSS 


SSR LSRSSK' F& FLSSR 


x 
™~ 


BLRES 





8 Denton o 
2? Halleck ®@ 
6 Harden 
10 Harvey ® 
| Madden oO 
9 Wilson @ 
1OWA 
5 Cunningham @ 
6 Dolliver® 
3Gross ea 
8 Hoeven ® 
] Jensen @ 
4 LeCompte e 
1 Schwenge! ® 
2 Taller 
KANSAS 
| Avery ® 
3 George ® 
5 Hope eR 
4 Rees ® 
2 Scrivner ® 
6 Smith R 
KENTUCKY 
4 Cheilf o 
| Gregory Oo 
2 Natcher oO 
] Perkins oO 
J Robsion R 
6 Siler a 
5 Spence O 
6 Watts o 
LOUISIANA 
2 Boggs © 
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36 Percent Closed 


SECRET COMMITTEE MEETINGS DECLINE SLIGHTLY 


Congressional committees barred the press and 
public from more than one-third of their meetings during 
1955, according to a Congressional Quarterly study. But 
secrecy declined slightly from the 1954 level. 


Committees and subcommittees met officially 2,941 
times. They closed their doors 36 percent of the time. In 
1954, 41 percent of the hearings and other meetings were 
held in secret. Nine of the active committees -- those 
that met more than 1O times -- closed more than half their 
1955 sessions. No committee opened all its meetings. 


Closed (executive) committee and subcommittee 
meetings, 1955: Senate, 34 percent; House, 35 percent; 
Joint, 72 percent; Average, 36 percent. Closed meetings, 
1954: Senate, 39 percent; House, 43 percent; Joint, 58 
percent; Average, 41 percent. 


Figures for 1953 are not exactly comparable to 
figures for 1954 and 1955, Tabulations for the past two 
years have fewer gaps, Closed meetings, 1953: Senate, 
39 percent; House, 28 percent; Joint 66 percent; Average, 
34 percent, This tabulation indicates that fewer meetings 
were Closed in 1953 than in either 1954 or 1955, but 
closed meetings were underestimated in 1953. 


GROUND RULES 


Periods covered -- Jan, 3-Aug. 3, 1953; Jan. 6-Aug. 
20, 1954; Jan. 5-Aug. 2, 1955, Tabulations excluded: 

@® Meetings held when Congress was notin regular 
session, 

® Meetings held outside Washington, D.C, 

@® Meetings of conference committees to reconcile 
conflicting Senate and House versions of bills. 

® Informal meetings without official status. 

® Meetings of the House Rules Committee to grant 
rules for floor consideration of legislation; Rules 
Committee meetings for other purposes were in- 
cluded, 

® Meetings of the House Appropriations Com- 
mittee, 


Open meetings followed by closed meetings were 
counted twice -- once in each category, Joint meetings 
of two separate committees were counted twice -- once 
for each committee, Morning and afternoon meetings on 
the same day were counted only once if the committee 
covered the same subject in both sessions. 


Secrecy figures are conservative. Conference com- 
mittee meetings normally are closed. Meetings to grant 
rules are split about 50-50 between closed and open 
sessions, Nearly all House Appropriations Committee 
meetings are closed, Some committees decline to notify 
the Congressional Record -- which is supposed to list 
all committee meetings in the Daily Digest -- when they 
meet in executive session, 


SOURCES OF INFORMATION 


Tabulations are based on reports of meetings in the 
Daily Digest, supplemented by unofficial sources, Un- 
official reports of meetings were counted only if verified 
by the committees, 
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Pros and Cons 


Defenders of secrecy contend that disclosure of 
military and foreign policy information may endanger 
national security. Even in other fields, they main- 
tain, government efficiency may require privacy. 


Opponents concede the necessity for some 
secrecy, but contend that the privilege is abused by 
those who want to cover uptheir mistakes, Effective 
democracy, they maintain, depends on informed 
public opinion. 


The House Un-American Activities Committee was 
the only standing committee reporting no executive meet- 
ings during 1955. A Committee source confirmed unof- 
ficial reports that closed meetings were held. He declined 
to estimate the number. Since it would be unrealistic to 
count Un-American Activities Committee meetings as 
100 percent open, CQ used question marks in its tabula- 
tion. (See table, p. 1047.) Unreported executive sessions 
of other committees may have escaped C(Q’s attention. 


House Appropriations Committee meetings are not 
reported in the Daily Digest. CQ learned from other 
sources that 325 meetings -- only two of them open -- 
were scheduled during 1955. The figures could not be 
verified, and some of the scheduled meetings probably 
were cancelled, so they were excluded from the tabula- 
tion, If House Appropriations Committee meetings were 
added to the verified figures, the percentage of closed 
meetings would rise: 

House Committees -- 46 percent (instead of 35), 

All Committees -- 42 percent (instead of 36), 


Active committees -- those that met more than 10 
times -- which closed more than half their 1955 meetings 

Senate -- Rules, 68 percent; Foreign Relations, 54 
percent; Finance, 53 percent; Armed Services, 52 percent. 

House -- House Administration, 86 percent; Foreign 
Affairs, 67 percent; Ways and Means, 56 percent. 

Joint -- Atomic Energy, percent; Economic 
Report, 52 percent. 


Active committees which closed no more than one- 
fourth of their 1955 meetings: 

Senate -- Small Business, 17 percent; Judiciary, 
20 percent; Labor and Public Welfare, 24 percent. 

House -- Interior and Insular Affairs, 16 percent; 
Small Business, 16 percent; Government Operation 
percent, 


Section 133 (f) of the Legislative Reorganization Act 
of 1946 (PL. 601, 79th Congress) governs closed and open 
hearings: ‘‘All hearings conducted by standing com- 
mittees or their subcommittees shall be opentothe public 
except executive sessions for marking up bills or for 
voting or where the committee by a majority vote order 
an executive session.”" A House rule (HH Res 151) adopted 
in 1955 requires investigative committees to receive in 
closed session any evidence or testimony they determine 
““may tend to defame, degrade, or incriminate any 
person...."" (See CQ Weekly Report, p. 306.) 





Closed and Open Hearings 


Committees Bar Public From 36 Percent of Sessions 


a semciaain . = = 

1954 (WAN. 6-AUG. 20) 1955 = (JAN. 5-AUG. 2) 

S i [ ' 
enate Committees CLOSED TOTAL CLOSED TOTAL | CLOSED 


Agriculture 33 71 46% 68 374 
Appropriations 67 210 32 5: 198 27 
Armed Services 57 103 55 g 109 52 
Banking and Currency 29 108 27 90 29 
Commerce 28 121 23 f b 86 35 
District of Columbia 11 43 26 g 41 29 
Finance 45 17 58 $ 53 
Foreign Relations 46 60 77 : : 54 
Government Operations 39 86 45 f 72 35 
Interior and Insular Affairs 57 136 42 5: : 2% 
Judiciary 40 167 24 
Labor and Public Welfare 33 93 35 
McCarthy Censure 3 3 100 
Post Office and Civil Service 16 34 47 
Public Works 24 48 
Rules 15 32 47 
Small Business 3 19 16 





TOTAL 546 39% 


House Committees ——— 


Agriculture 

Armed Services 

Banking and Currency 
Commerce 

Communist Aggression 
District of Columbia 
Education and Labor 
Foreign Affairs 
Government Operations 
House Administration 
Interior and Insular Affairs 
Judiciary 

Merchant Marine and Fisheries 
Post Office and Civil Service 
Public Works 

Rules 

Small Business 

Survivor Benefits 
Tax-Exempt Foundations 
Un-American Activities 
Veterans Affairs 

Ways and Means 





TOTAL 


Joint Committees ————___ 


Atomic Energy 
Defense Production 
Economic Report 
Library 

Others 


TOTAL 








Grand Total a % 1,056 
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Pressures on Congress 





NRECA ON 84th CONGRESS 


Ihe first session of the 84th Congresa had ‘‘one of 
the most favorable rural electrification legislative rec- 
ords of any Congress since before the Korean War,’’ 
according to the National Rural Electric Cooperative 
Association. ‘The September issue of the group’s Rural 
Electrification Magazine credited Congress for having: 


® Authorized loan funds for the Rural Electrification 
Administration's electric and telephone programs under 
a ‘‘realistic approach’’ by increasing REA’s contingency 
fund from $35 million to $100 million and boosting tele- 
phone program appropriations $5 million above the Ad- 
ministration recommendation of $70 million. 


® Revised the ‘‘cumbersome”’ REA state allotment 
formula which has ‘‘outgrown its usefulness and caused 
rural electric leaders to ask unnecessarily for huge 
contingency funds.”’ 


@ Restored the Southwestern Power Administration's 
continuing fund and reactivated the power exchange con- 
tracts with federated generation and transmission co- 
operatives in Missouri and Oklahoma, 


® Appropriated funds for investment in eight new 
federal hydro-electric projects. 


® Contributed to the cancellation of the Dixon-Yates 
power contract by ‘‘exposing”’ it, 


On the debit side, said NRECA, was the ‘'$98,950,000 
’ in funds for fiscal 1956 ‘‘suffered’’ by the Ten- 
nessee Valley Authority. 


slash’ 





LOBBYIST REGISTRATIONS 


Representatives of the cotton industry, retired civil 
service employees, and electric cooperatives registered 
under the Federal Regulation of Lobbying Act between 
Aug. 27-Sept. 2. 





Individual registrants included: 


George S, Buck, Jr Donald H, Dunham 
Marcus C, Sheild 


EMPLOYER National Association of Retired Civil 
Employees, 1625 Connecticut Ave. N.W., Washington 9, 
1),.C, 

Registrant -- MARCUS C, SHEILD, 3 Irving St., 
Chevy Chase 15, Md, Filed 9/2/55. 

Legislative Interest -- Legislation affecting retired 
civil service employees. HR 4805, providing that an- 
nuities under the Civil Service Retirement Act be ad- 
justed simultaneously and at the same ratio as general 
adjustments in federal employees’ salaries, and S 693 to 
establish a commission to study problems of the aged. 


port 
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EMPLOYER - National Cotton Council of America, 
P.O, Box 9905, Memphis 12, Tenn. 

Registrant -- GEORGE S, BUCK, JR., 1832 M St. 
N.W., Washington 6, D.C, Filed 8/30/55. 

Legislative Interest -- ‘‘Favors...legislation affect- 
ing the raw cotton industry as will promote,..the con- 
sumption of American grown cotton, cottonseed, and pro- 
ducts thereof,’’ 

Compensation -- ‘‘Compensation is received for all 
duties performed by me for the Council, only an inci- 
dental portion of which duties relate to legislative mat- 
ters. During each quarter..,there will be allocated that 
portion attributable to legislative activities and this sum 
will be reported...."’ 


EMPLOYER -- National Rural Electric Cooperative 
Association, 1303 New Hampshire Ave. N.W., Washington, 
6, D.C, 

Registrant -- DONALDH, DUNHAM, 1303 New Hamp- 
shire Ave. N.W., Washington 6, D.C, Filed 9/2/55. 

Legislative Interest -- ‘‘All legislation affecting the 
George-Barden Act, Smith-Hughes Act,...jobtraining and 
safety, and insurance and employee welfare...of the rural 
electrification program...under the Rural Electrification 
Administration Act of 1936....’" The George-Barden and 
Smith-Hughes Acts provide federal aid for vocational 
training in secondary schools, 

Compensation -- ‘Annual salary $13,000,’ 

Expenses -- ‘‘ Anticipated expense $50.’’ 





PRESSURE POINTS 


GAW CONTRACTS -- Chrysler Corp. Sept. 1, American 
Motors Corp., and Allis-Chalmers, both Sept. 2, an- 
nounced new contracts with the ClO-United Auto Workers 
‘layoff pay’’ or ‘‘guaranteed annual wage’’ plans. The 
American Motors contract delayed payments into the 
layoff benefit fund until Sept. 15, 1956, with benefits 
payable a year later, Similar auto industry contracts 
provided for payments to start June 1, 1956, The con- 
tracts cover about 139,000 workers at Chrysler, 24,000 at 
American, and 17,000 at Allis-Chalmers. (See C( 
Weekly Report, pp. 667, 701.) 


MERGER -- John L,, Lewis, president, United Mine 
Workers of America (Ind.), Sept. 4 said the proposed 
merger of the AFL. and CIO would ‘‘part like the rope of 
sand it is’’ under pressure from rival unions. Lewis 
said the merger would give ‘‘carnivorous"’ and ‘‘cannibal- 
istic’’ unions the chance to prey on smaller groups within 
the organization. (See CQ Weekly Report, pp, 865ff.) 


HELLS CANYON -- The National Hells Canyon Asso- 
ciation, eight Washington State public utility districts, and 
the National Rural Electric Cooperative Association 
Sept. | filed petitions for the rehearing of the Hells 
Canyon proposals by the Federal Power Commission. 
(See CQ Weekly Report, p. 989.) 











itical Notes 





GOP CAMPAIGN SCHOOL 


GOP state chairmen Sept. 7 began ‘‘courses’’ in 
Washington on the latest political techniques. As the 
campaign school began, the chairmen were virtually 
unanimous on two points: (1) President Eisenhower would 
be the GOP candidate in 1956, and (2) the farm problem 
would be the biggest Republican headache. 


Most of the chairmen, optimistic about winning the 
Presidency in 1956, expressed concern over ‘‘doubtful’’ 
seats in the House and Senate. Thirty-four of the GOP 
chieftains were selected since Mr. Eisenhower became 
President. They averaged 50.4 years old; only six were 
more than 60 


GOP caution toward 1956 was keynoted by Chairman 
Barry Goldwater (R Ariz.) of the Republican Senatorial 
Campaign Committee. Goldwater warned that the party 
started ‘‘with the cards stacked in our disadvantage’’ in 
the battle for Senate control. He said eight of the 15 
Democratic seats at stake in 1956 would be in Southern 
states, while Republicans could definitely count on winning 
only a ‘‘very few’’ of the 17 GOP seats to be contested. 
But Goldwater said a more tightly knit GOP stood to do 
better in 1956 than it did in 1954, when Democrats took 
control of Congress. 


Rep, Richard M, Simpson (R Pa,), chairman of the 
National Republican Congressional Committee, admitted 
it would not be ‘‘easy’’ for the GOP to regain control of 
the House, but said ‘‘with the proper campaign it can 


be done.’ 


Simpson said Republicans needed to pick up 15 seats 
to regain control. He said theGOP planned neighborhood 
meetings in the 94 Congressional districts in 29 states 
where the winning margin in 1954 was 5 percent of the 
vote or less. Sixty-three of these 94 seats, Simpson 
added, were held by Republicans. 


LABOR DAY POLITICS 


Union officials Sept. 5 ‘told Labor Day audiences 
that organized labor intends to play a bigger part in 
future political campaigns 


AFL. President George Meany said merger of the 
AFL. and CIO in December would result in ‘expansion of 
the political activities of labor’’ to insure good govern- 
ment, Meany and CIO President Walter P, Reuther said 
the ‘‘litthe man’’ was being eclipsed by ‘‘big business”’ 
under the Eisenhower Administration 


labor's primary targets, Meany said, were the Taft- 
Hartley labor law and ‘‘hypocritical’’ state laws prohibit- 
ing union closed shops. Reuther said labor’s goals in- 
cluded slum clearance, more health facilities, improved 
social security benefits, a $1.25 minimum wage, a 
better farm program, social legislation ‘‘to improve and 
encourage’’ collective bargaining, and a program to 
encourage use of food surpluses 


Former President Harry S, Truman Sept. 5 told a 
Detroit audience the forthcoming AFL-CIO merger had 
‘*scared the daylights’’ out of the Republicans. TheGOP 
attitude toward organized labor, | ruman said, was one of 
opposition or indifference. 


Truman Sept. 6 said he opposed a tax cut in 1956 
‘‘Demagoguery,’’ the ex-President said, ‘‘is not going to 
balance the budget.’’ He added that he cancelled two 
speeches in California on his doctor's advice, not because 
Edwin W, Pauley, oilman and Democratic fund raiser, 
planned to entertain Vice President Richard M, Nixon 


FARM VOTE 


Adlai E, Stevenson Sept. 5 criticized the Eisenhower 
Administration's farm policy, in a letter released on the 
third anniversary of the 1952 farm policy campaign 
speeches at Kasson, Minn Democrats contend Mr 
Eisenhower at that timepledgedto maintain farm price 
supports at 90 percent of parity 


Stevenson wrote that the Administration had done 
‘“‘serious damage to the programs of the Soil Conserva 
tion Service, the REA, and those agencies concerned 
with developing the cheap public power so necessary to 
In a Chicago 


a prosperous agriculture in the West 
Labor Day address, Stevenson said ‘‘the current farm 


distress is dangerous to our whole economy 
Vice President Richard M, Nixon Sept. 5 said falling 
farm prices posed ‘“‘the most difficult issue’’ for the 
GOP in 1956. Nixon, speaking in Denver, Colo,, predicted 
that differences between Republican and Democrat 
economic philosophies would be the main issue in 1956 
McCarthyism, he said, would be a dead issue 





POLITICAL BRIEFS 


Dr. Enoch A, Holtwick of Greenville, Ill., a retired 
college professor, Sept. 6 was nominated as the 1956 
Presidential candidate of the National Prohibition Party 
The party's vice-presidential candidate Brig. Gen 
Herbert CC, Holdridge (ret.), a West Point classmate of 
President Lisenhower. 


The Alaska legislature has passed a law providing 
for an April 24 Presidential preference primary. Alaska, 
a proverbial ‘‘bellwether’’ in election years, will vote 
for territorial officials on Oct, 9, 


Republicans Aug, 30distributed two manuals desc rib- 
ing the work of the Eisenhower Administration. A 26- 
page pamphlet, ‘‘Prosperity with Peace -- A Republican 
Achievement,’’ was released by the Senate Republican 
Policy Committee, A 45-page brochure, ‘' Administrative 
Achievements of the Republican Administration, October, 
1954, to June, 1955,"’ was sent totop government officials 
by the Executive Branch Liaison Office of the White House 
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Around the Capitol 





VOICE OF AMERICA 


Director Theodore C, Streibert of the United States 
Information Agency Sept. 6urged President Eisenhower to 
expand the United States information program for Commu- 
nist countries. Streibert said the U,S, could ‘‘usefully... 
employ,..more resources inthis effort,’’ The President's 
reaction was ‘‘generally favorable,’’ Streibert added. 

In a report covering 1955 activities between Jan, 1 - 
June 30, USIA said it had stepped up promotion of world- 
wide understanding of President Eisenhower's atoms-for- 
peace plan program, contributed to ‘‘admission of 
Germany into NATO,"’ and ‘‘progress toward,..world 
disarmament,”’ 

Sen, George W, Malone (RK Nev.) Sept. 5, after five 
days in Moscow, said ‘‘we should retrench expenses like 
the Voice of America’’ because there was ‘‘no evidence 
the Soviet people will rise against their government.”’ 


TAX AIDE 


Edgar EK, Hoppe, former head of the inspection office 
of the Internal Revenue Service, Aug. 19 sued to recover 
$28,823 in back pay from the government he contended 
was due him because of his dismissal July 21, 1953, 
for what he said were purely “political reasons,’’ Hoppe 
said he was fired Oct, 7, 1953, because he refused to 
‘‘whitewash"’ a ‘‘critical, adverse’’ report on a top GOP 
tax appointee, whom he declined to name, 

Secretary of Treasury George M,. Humphrey, Sept. 
’ described Hoppe as a man whose ‘‘incompetence for 
the performance of the...duties of head of the inspection 
service’’ called for his dismissal. 

Chairman Robert H, Mollohan (D W.Va.) of the House 
Government Operations Internal Revenue Service Sub- 
committee Sept, 7 said he would order an immediate in- 
vestigation of the matter, 

Chairman Qlin D, Johnston (D 5,C,) of the Senate 
Post Office and Civil Service Committee Sept. 7 said 
his group had been checking into the Hoppe case, ‘‘It 
appears that thorough investigation of this and similar 
cases in the executive branch of the government is 
warranted,’’ he said, 


FLOOD RELIEF 


Flood relief projects were underway in 84 Northeast 
communities, with 50 more planned and 33 others com- 
pleted, Army engineers Sept. | reported to President 
Eisenhower. The Army had let 116 contracts totaling 
$5.6 million for the work, they said (See CQO Weekly 
Report, p. 1035.) 

Secretary of Labor James P, Mitchell Sept. 2 said 
the flood had idled about 130,000 workers, but more 
than half were working again, 

Tax relief for flood victims was urged by Sen, 
William A, Purtell (R Conn.) Sept. | and Rep. John W., 
Heselton (R Mass.) Sept. 6. Additional legislation for 
disaster relief was proposed by Sen, Frank Carlson (R 


Kan.) Sept. | and Sen, Prescott Bush (R Conn.) Sept. 2 
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EXECUTIVE BRIEFS 
HOOK RESIGNATION 


President Eisenhower Sept. 6 accepted the resigna- 
tion of Charles R, Hook, Jr., deputy postmaster general, 
effective Oct. 1. Hook said he was resigning ‘*because 
pressing personal reasons compel my return to private 
business,’’ 


U.S.-RED CHINA 


Communist China Sept. 6 announced the intended re- 
lease of 12 American civilians. A State Department 
spokesman said ‘‘we are hopeful this initial step will 
result in the return of all the Americans in China.”’ 
(See CQ Weekly Report, p. 947.) 


AEC RULES 


The Atomic Energy Commission Aug. 31 announced 
rules limiting the scope of its industry advisory boards 
‘‘to minimize the possibility of violation of antitrust 
laws.'’ (See CQ Weekly Report, pp. 990ff,) 





| CONGRESSIONAL BRIEFS 


DEFENSE SPENDING CUT 


Sens, Dennis Chavez (D N.M,), Paul H, Douglas (D 
Ill.), John Stennis, (D Miss.), and Charles T, Potter (R 
Mich.) Sept 7 opposed any plan to cut defense spending 
$1 billion for fiscal 1956. Deputy Secretary of Defense 
Reuben B, Robertson, Jr., said ‘‘there is no factual 
basis’’ for reports cuts were being considered in defense 
spending to balance the budget. (See CQ Weekly Report, 
p. 996.) 


CONGRESSMAN THREATENED 


Rep. Joe Holt (R Calif.) Sept. 7 said a Russian army 
lieutenant had threatened him with a cocked revolver in 
a Moscow suburb, during a recent trip to Russia. The 
State Department said it had sent a protest to Moscow 
but had not yet received a reply. 


JOHNSON RECOVERY 


Sen, Lyndon B, Johnson (D Texas) Sept. 4 said he 
expected to resume his post as Senate majority leader 
in January, Johnson suffered a heart attack July 2. 


(See CO Weekly Report, p. 809,) 


NOMINATIONS 


President Eisenhower made the following recess 
appointments, subject to Senate cenfirmation 


Harold C, McClellan of California as Assistant Secre- 
tary of Commerce for International Affairs; Aug. 29 
Dr. Herold C, Hunt of Massachusetts as Under 
secretary of Health, Education, and Welfare; Sept. 2 
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| In This Section... 


® House Group Reports on GI Insurance Sales 

® Committee Puts 1955 U.S, Payroll at $9.6 Billion 
® Distribution Practices in Business Inquiry Ends 
® House Unit Continues Power Policy Study | 





Action 
GI INSURANCE SALES 


COMMITTEE -- House Armed Services Special In- 
vestigations Subcommittee 

ACTION -- Sept. 6 released a report on insurance 
sold among troops by agents of United States commercial 
companies. The Subcommittee said too many servicemen 
had been ‘'so oversold’’ by ‘‘glib agents’’ that policies 
were lapsing. (See CQ Weekly Report, p. 674.) 

The Subcommittee recommended that the Defense 
Department accept an offer of the Association of Insur- 
ance Commissioners to provide an advisory board to 
review qualifications of companies seeking to operate at 
overseas bases, certain standards be met by overseas 
agents, and insurance companies be held more fully 
responsible for actions of their salesmen. 

The Subcommittee said that unless its program were 
carried out in full, it would propose corrective legislation 


FEDERAL PAYROLL 


COMMITTEE -- Joint Nonessential Expenditures 

ACTION -- Sept. 5 reported the Federal civilian 
payroll totaled $9.6 billion in fiscal 1955. The number 
of civilian employees averaged 2,367,290 for the year 
Committee Chairman Harry Flood Byrd (D Va.) said 
changes in reporting requirements precluded the com 
parison of fiscal 1955 figures with those of fiscal 1954 


Hearings 
ANTITRUST PROBE 


COMMITTEE -- Senate Judiciary 
Monopoly Subcommittee 

CONCLUDED HEARINGS -- On business practice: 
in the field of distribution (See CQ Weekly Report, 
p 1036. } 

TESTIMONY 
Wholesale Grocers Association said a proposed anti- 


trust law change would give grocery chains and other 


Antitrust and 


sept. 2 -- R.H, Rowe of the U.S, 


mass buyers ‘‘the whip hand’’ over smaller competitors 
He referred to a Federal Trade Commission order which 
forbade manufacturers to pass on to wholesalers certain 
discounts 

Lyman Sherwood of the Independent Grocers Alliance 
and Neil A, Riley of the Association of Independent Food 
Dealers of America urged that the rule be cancelled, 
They said broad application of the rule would favor big 
chains, which ‘‘have been able to circumvent the 


restriction,,.by acquiring their own manufacturing facil- 
ities and by purchasing the entire output of other manu- 
facturers.”’ 

Henry Bison Jr., of the National Association of Ke- 
tail Grocers backed the wholesalers’ stand, He said the 
proposed change would constitute ‘abusive price dis- 
crimination,’’ ultimately hurting consumers by producing 
monopolies in the food distributing industry. 

Chairman Harley M, Kilgore (D W.Va.) said some 
clarifying amendments in the Robinson-Patman Act 
apparently are needed, Chief Counsel Joseph W, Burns 
said testimony ‘‘shows conclusively that it is not a well 
written law...."’ 


PUBLIC POWER POLICIES 


COMMITTEE -- House Government Operations Pub 
lic Works and Resources Subcommittee 

HELD HEARINGS -- At Atlanta, Ga., on federal 
power policies. (See CQ Weekly Report, p. 1037.) 

TESTIMONY -- Sept. 2 -- William T, Crisp of the 
lar Heel Electric Membership Corp., 
said he wanted to protest against what he said was 
failure of the Eisenhower Administration to market an 
extra kilowatt hour of power since it came into office 
He called on the Subcommittee to ‘‘help cooperatives 


" 


a cooperative, 


exercise our rights under the law 

Chairman Earl Chudoff (D Pa.) said Secretary of 
Interior Douglas McKay was guilty of ‘‘bad faith"’ for 
allegedly failing to notify rural electric cooperative 
groups about a proposed agreement with the Georgia 
Power Co. whereby it would transmit government power 
to Georgia's co-ops from the Clark Hill Reservoir 

Harllee Branch, Jr 


Co., Sept. 2 issued a statement in which he said the Sub 


, president of the Georgia Power 


ommittee had refused to permit him to appear. ‘'Thi 

refusal raises a.,.question as to whether the present 
hearings of the Subcommittee are being conducted in a 
bona fide search for facts or are being used as a propa 

ganda medium for the benefit of government-subsidized 
power groups,’’ Branch said 

Rep, Robert E. Jones, Jr. (D Ala.) calledthe HKranch 
statement ‘‘a deliberate attempt to bring disrepute and 
smear this Subcommittee.’’ 

Rep. Charles Raper Jonas (BR N.C.) said he thought 
jranch should be given an opport tO appear at the 
hearings 

RELATED DEVELOPMENTS 
Hoffman (R Mich.) Sept 
the Subcommittee ‘‘has bee to sabotage President 


Kep, Clare | 
’ said the effect of hearings by 


Eisenhower's program of getting yovernment out of 
business 

John EF, Moss, Jr. (D Calif.) a Subcommittee mem 
ber, Sept. 7 said that ‘‘to the extent the Eisenhower 
‘the Rural Electrifica 
“we have and will oppose those 


program has tended to sabotage 
tion Administration 
policies."* 
Chudoff Sept 
utilities and ‘‘this is definitely a payoff for the support 
the big stockholders in the private utilities gave to 


7 said power is being given to private 


the Republican party in the 1952 election 


Week ending ne pt 
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COMMITTEE CALENDAR 


SENATE COMMITTEES 


Judiciary Antitrust and Monopoly Subcom- 
mittee -- Proposals to grant “‘limited 
exemptions’’ from antitrust laws to U,S, 
overseas investors. Continues Sept. 14, 15. 

Judiciary Juvenile Delinquency Subcommittee 
-- Juvenile delinquency in Alaska, at Juneau, 
Anchorage, and Fairbanks. Continues 
through Sept. 22. 

Judiciary Constitutional Rights Subcommittee 
-- Threats of civil rights erosion, com- 
memoration of the 168th anniversary of the 
signing of the Constitution. 

Judiciary Narcotics Subcommittee -- Illegal 
narcotics traffic, at New York City. Con- 
tinues Sept, 20, 21. Continues Sept. 22, 23 
at New Orleans. 

Judiciary Antitrust and Monopoly Subcom- 
mittee -- Dixon-Yates power contract. 

Judiciary Constitutional Rights Subcommittee 
-- Freedom of religion and separation of 
church and state, Continues through Oct, 7 

Interstate and Foreign Commerce Merchant 
Marine Training Subcommittee -- Merchant 
Marine training and education, at Castine, 
Maine, Continues at Portland, Maine, Oct. 6; 
Massachusetts Maritime Academy, Oct. 24, 
25; Fort Schuyler, N,Y., Oct. 26; Kings Point, 
N.Y., Oct. 27, 28; Washington, D.C,, Oct. 31. 

Judiciary Constitutional Rights Subcommittee 
-- Freedom of speech and press. Continues 
through Oct, 28, 

Senate Agriculture and Forestry -- Federal 
farm programs at St. Paul, Minn, Con- 
tinues at Worthington, Minn,, Oct. 25; Des 
Moines, lowa, Oct, 26; Brookings, S.D., 
Oct, 27; Minot, $,D,, Oct. 28; Pendleton, 
Ore., Oct. 31; Fresno, Calif., Nov. 2; 
Albuquerque, N.M., Nov. 4; Hutchinson, 
Kan., Nov. 7; Fort Worth, Texas, Nov. 8, 9; 
Alexandria, la., Nov, 10; Macon, Ga., Nov. 
12; Columbia, 5,C,, Nov. 14; Kaleigh, N.C., 
Nov. 15; Montpelier, Vt., Nov. 
N.Y., Nov, 19; Chicago, IIl., Nov, 21. 

Judiciary Constitutional Rights Subcommittee 
~- Right of assembly. Continues through 
Dec, 9, 

Interior and Insular Affairs Minerals, Ma- 
terials, and Fuels Subcommittee --Govern- 
ment timber sale policies, at Redding, 
Calif. Continues at Klamath Falls, Ore., 
Nov. 15; Medford, Ore., Nov, 16; Roseburg, 
Ore., Nov, 17; Eugene, Ore., Nov. 18; 
Portland, Ore., Nov. 21; Quinault Indian 
Reservation, Wash., Nov. 22; Stevenson, 
Wash., Nov. 23; Colville Indian Reservation, 
Wash., Nov. 25; Seattle, Wash., Nov. 28. 

Public Works -- Consider authorizing power 
development of the Niagara River 

Interstate and Foreign Commerce -- Radio 
and television industry, 
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18; Utica, 


Sep 


12 


HOUSE COMMITTEES 


Affairs Committee -- Veterans 
moves, at Okla- 


Veterans 
Administration economy 
homa City, Okla. 

Government Operations Public Works and 
Resources Subcommittee -- Federal power 
policies, at San Francisco. Continues 
Sept. 13, 14. 

Interstate and Foreign Commerce Finance 
and Commerce Subcommittee -- Promo- 
tional securities, particularly uranium and 
other mining stocks, at Salt Lake City. 
Continues Sept. 14. 

Interior and Insular Affairs Irrigation and 
Reclamation Subcommittee -- Alaska’s 
water resources, at Fairbanks. Continues 
at Nome, Sept. 19; Anchorage, Sept. 20; 
Kodiak, Sept. 26; Juneau, Sept. 27; Ket- 
chikan, Oct. 2. 

Interstate and Foreign Commerce Transpor- 
tation and Communications Subcommittee -- 
Report of the Presidential Advisory Com- 

mittee on Transport Policy and Organiza- | 

| 





tion, 

Judiciary Claims Subcommittee -- Claims for 
flooded land, at Devils Lake, N.D. Con- 
tinues Sept. 21. 

Government Operations Special Subcommittee 
-- Suppression of government information, 

Ways and Means Special Subcommittee -- 
Excise tax Continues through 
Oct. 18. 

Banking and Currency Housing Subcommittee 
-- National housing, at New York City. 
Continues at New York, Oct. 6; Newark, N.J., 
Oct. 11; Philadelphia, Oct. 12, 13. 

Interior and Insular Affairs Special Subcom- 
mittee -- Water distribution system leaks 
of the Southern San Joaquin (Calif.) Munici- 
pal Utility District, at Delano, Calif. Con- 
tinues Oct. 12. 


problems. 


JOINT COMMITTEES 


Economic Statistics Sub- 
committee -- Evaluate Federal Reserve 
System statistics. Continues Oct, 5, 
conomic Report Economic Stabilization Sub- 
committee -- Automation. Continues 
through Oct. 28. 
sconomic Report 
committee -- 
Nov. 8. 
‘conomic Report Foreign Economic Policy 
Subcommittee -- Foreign economic policy. 
Continues through Nov, 17 

sconomic Report Low-Income Families Sub- 
committee -- Low-income families. Con- 
tinues through Nov. 23. 

tconomic Report Tax Policy Subcommittee 
Tax policy. Continues through Dec, 16 


-conomic Report 


Economic Statistics Sub- 
Unemployment. Continues 








Capitol Quotes 





DEEDS -- ‘‘Americans, with our natural eager- 
ness to hear good news, have been paying too much 
attention to the smiles of Kruschev, Bulganin, and 
Molotov and not enough to the wiles of Chou En lai 
and Kim I] Sung. Sometimes we almost forget that 
the Prime Ministers of Communist China and North 
Korea are on the scene in our haste to reproduce 
the smiling countenances of the Russians.... Our 
job is to remember that the deeds are more sig- 
nificant than the verbiage. In the Far East, talk is 
cheap. We'll expect better currency than that 
before we buy.’’ -- Sen. George H, Bender (R Ohio) 
Sept. 3 newsletter. 


COTTON -- ‘‘Domestic mills which cannot now 
compete because of the wage differential with 
Japanese mills could not compete against a raw 
material differential as well.... It is essential 
that an integrated program be established, so that 
if cotton is to be sold in the world market, at com- 
petitive prices, U.S. workers and mills must be 
protected by quotas limiting imports of foreign 
textiles, or there will be serious unemployment and 
distress in the textile mills....’’ Rep. Horace Seely- 
Brown, Jr. (R Conn.) Aug. 31 newsletter. 


HOLIDAYS -- ‘‘What would you think of the idea 
of celebrating all legal holidays on Monday? From 
time to time there have been bills introduced...to 
accomplish just such an objective...the idea,..sounds 
fine until we look at the accident and death statistics 
of these extra-long observances.... | just wonder how 
worthwhile it is...to turn every national holiday into 
a frenzied effort to get from here-to-there so that 
two days later we can make the same frenzied effort 
to return from there-to-here...let’s just take them 
as they come.’’ Rep. Elizabeth Kee (D W, Va.) 
Sept 5 newsletter. 


FOREIGN POLICY -- ‘‘ILast Sunday I! returned to 
Washington after a two-week flying trip to London, 
Paris, and Stockholm...] would say that the progress 
made in the last ten years by the European econo- 
mies...was extraordinary.... Despite this progress 
real problems remain..., It is absolutely essential 
for us to continue a policy of progressively freer 
trade and in some instances aid programs either 
military, economic, or both.’’ Rep. Richard Bolling 
(D Mo.) Aug. 31 newsletter. 
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DISARMAMENT -- “‘Workable effective guarantees 
of disarmament must accompany any agreement to 
disarm.... The United States has refused to agree 
to any system ...based solely on any bare unsup- 
ported promise...failing to provide a mechanism by 
which all the countries of the world could satisfy 
themselves that this obligation was being lived up to 

We would remind the Soviet Union that a simple 
pledge not to use atomic weapons would add nothing 
to the existing situation,’’ -- Sen, Thomas C, 
Hennings, Jr. (D Mo.) Sept. 1 release. 


INDIANS -- ‘‘l am glad to report that our Ameri- 
can Indians have less cause for complaint today than 
for many years past...our present ‘Indian problem’ is 
basically economic...we must help Indian citizens 
find opportunity away from their tribal homes and 
improve opportunity for those who elect to remain 
on or near reservations.’’ Rep. Frank T, Bow (R 
Ohio) Sept. 8 release. 


THE NORTH POLE ‘‘| have just come back from 
the North Pole.... It took Commodore Peary many 
years to make it.... I made it in.,.four hours flying 
time from Thule.,.with a box lunch on the way.... It 
was intensely gratifying to find that our defense 
forces,..are in excellent condition and the men's 
morale is of the best.... Enroute | had an oppor 
tunity to visit and inspect two of the three radar 
lines which will eventually stretch across the North 
American continent.... The state of these radar 
nets leaves much to be desired,..our northern de- 
fenses, insofar as they depend on the radar network, 
are still a sieve.’’ Rep, Harold( >, Oste rtag (R N.Y.), 
Sept 3, newsletter. 


FEELING THE PULSE ‘*Several things have im- 
pressed us on our tour,..the widespread confidence 
in President Eisenhower and his Administration.,.., 
People feel our Nation is in good hands...they like 
the ever-decreasing draft calls...the prospect of a 
balanced Federal budget... On the agricultural 
front...all is not so bright...drought took its toll of 
much small grain and corn...we are advised that 
Agriculture Department officials are working on 
some new approaches to the farm problem.,., It 
would not be surprising if some new measures are 
taken before long.’’ Sen. Francis Case (R §.D.) 
Aug. 31 newsletter, 








The Week in Congress 





Labor Day Politics 


Union leaders and Democratic spokesmen 
took the stump on Labor Day totell what they 


thought of the Eisenhower Administration. AFL President George Meany and CIO 
President Walter P. Reuther said the ‘‘little man’’ was eclipsed by ‘‘big business”’ 


under the GOP Administration. 
were indifferent to organized labor. 


Ex-President Harry S, Truman said Republicans 
Adlai E, Stevenson, 1952 Democratic standard 


bearer, criticized Administration farm policy, while Vice President Richard M, 
Nixon conceded farm prices pose a ‘‘difficult issue’’ for Republicans in 1956. 


Power Pow Wow 


A House subcommittee turned to Atlanta, Ga., for 
information on federal electric power distribution, 
heard witnesses criticize the Administration's al- 
leged failure to aid co-ops and public power groups. 
One witness called on the subcommittee to ‘‘help 
co-operatives exercise our rights under the law.”’ 
Meanwhile, an electric company spokesman said he 
had sought permission to testify, but had been re- 
fused. Rep, Robert E, Jones, Jr. (D Ala.) called the 
statement ‘‘a deliberate attempt to...smear’’ the sub- 
committee, But Rep. Clare E, Hoffman (R Mich.) 
said the effect of the hearings “has been to sabotage 
President Eisenhower’s program of getting govern- 
ment out of business.”’ 


Antitrust Mistrust 


Senate antitrust probers took a dim view of the 
Robinson-Patman Act, which is designed to prevent 
unfair price discrimination, Sen, Harley M. Kilgore 
(D W, Va.) said some clarifying amendments ap- 
parently were needed, while the chief counsel of the 
subcommittee Kilgore heads said testimony ‘‘shows 
conclusively that it is not a well written law.’’ 
Business witnesses also took issue with a recent 
Federal Trade Commission antitrust order; said a 
proposed change would permit ‘‘abusive price dis- 
crimination,”’ 


e 

Mopping Up 

President Eisenhower heard that flood relief projects 
were underway in 84 communities in northeastern 
states. Army engineers said 50 more projects were 
planned. The floods, added Secretary of Labor James 
P. Mitchell, idled some 130,000 workers, but more 
than half were working again. 


Stories here are summaries of the week's events. For Weekly 


Report pages with more details, check Contents on the cover 
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‘Keep Out’ Warnings 


Congressional committees barred the press 
and public from more than one-third of their 
meetings during 1955, according to a Congres- 
sional Quarterly study. But secrecy declined 
slightly from the 1954 level. 

The CQ survey showed that committees and 
subcommittees met officially 2,941 times. They 
closed their doors 36 percent of the time. In 
1954, 41 percent of the hearings and other meet- 
ings were held in secret. 


School Days 


GOP state chairmen, beginning ‘‘courses’’ in Wash- 
ington on the latest political techniques, were virtu- 
ally unanimous on two points: (1) President Eisen- 
hower would be the Republican candidate in 1956, and 
(2) the farm problem would be the biggest GOP head- 
ache, But most of the chairmen, while optimistic 
about their chances of winning the Presidency behind 
Mr. Eisenhower, seemed worried about the number of 
‘‘doubtful’’ seats in House and Senate. 


Voting Participation 


Congress turned out in force for 1955 roll-call votes, 
continuing a slow, steady climb in Voting-Participa- 
tion scores. On the average, Members voted on 
nearly nine of every 10 roll calls, Congressional 
Quarterly reported. Republican and Democratic 
Senators averaged 86 percent each, a bit below the 
House averages. Considerable spreads showed upon 
the regional breakdown of Democratic scores in the 
Senate, while GOP Senate scores were bunched more 
closely. House Members of the 84th Congress 
missed few roll-cali votes. Their 1955 Voting-Par- 
ticipation scores edged even the high Senate marks. 
Democratic Representatives averaged 90 percent, 
Republicans 88 percent. 
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